Bulletin Insert /Pulpit Announcements
The Catholic community in the United States is reaching out to our brothers and sisters in Haiti in significant and immediate ways. Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the official international humanitarian agency of the U.S. Catholic Church, is mounting a major emergency response to this disaster and has made an initial commitment of 5 million dollars for immediate use in the relief effort.  

Please keep those who are suffering in your prayers. 

If you would like to donate, please call 1-877-HELP-CRS, donate online at www.crs.org, or send a check to Catholic Relief Services, P.O. Box 17090, Baltimore, MD 21203-7090. In the memo portion of your check, please write:  Haiti Earthquake

Cell Phone Donations for Haiti 
To donate to CRS via your cell phone, please text RELIEF to 30644 and follow the instructions.

How it works: After texting, you’ll get a text message reply asking you to call a number where you’ll will hear a brief message from Ken Hackett. Then you will be automatically connected to our call center where you can make a credit card donation. 

Homily Notes
 
Homily notes for weekend liturgies have references to the Haiti disaster and can be found at http://crs.org/crsfacts/
General Intercessions: 
 
For our Brothers and Sisters in Haiti Affected by the Earthquake

For the people of Haiti, that they may be comforted in their time of suffering. We pray to the Lord. 

Lord Hear Our Prayer

For the families of those missing, may God’s healing presence comfort them in this time of uncertainty. We pray to the Lord.

Lord Hear Our Prayer 

For those providing relief, that God may give them the strength and courage to assist those who are most in need. We pray to the Lord.

Lord Hear Our Prayer

For those who have died, that they may rest in the eternal peace of God. We pray to the Lord. 

Lord Hear Our Prayer.

Prayer:
God of all creation, as we weep with our family in Haiti, console us.

In this time of crisis, open our eyes to look beyond the disaster
to see Christ in our brothers and sisters in Haiti, as Christ sees us.

Be with all creation; strengthen us in solidarity with those living and working in Haiti. All creation returns to you in mourning and your grace guides our efforts to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, comfort the grieving and stand for justice.

With your mercy, sustain us at this time as we continue to work for peace and justice.

Amen.

From the Field:
Karel Zelenka, CRS Country Representative in Haiti: “I’ve been in earthquakes before. This was a major hit. And it was direct. Thousands must be dead.”

CRS in the News:
From the Washington Post:

"People are out in the streets, crying, screaming, shouting," Karel Zelenka, director of the Catholic Relief Services office in Haiti, said Tuesday night. "They see the extent of the damage," he said, but could do little to rescue people trapped under rubble because night had fallen. 
"There are a lot of collapsed buildings," Zelenka said in a telephone interview from Port-au-Prince. "This will be a major, major disaster." 
He reported that poorly constructed shantytowns and other buildings had crumbled in huge clouds of dust. Near the CRS headquarters, a supermarket was "completely razed," he said, and a gasoline station and a church were reduced to rubble.
Read more here. 

The response will no doubt go on for some time, so feel free to share this with parishes or other groups for use over the next few weeks.  For more information go to www.crs.org and www.crsespanol.org.  

